THE FAMILY QUARREL
by which he was encompassed. He accepted it as a necessary
element in a situation of unexampled perplexity. He tolerated
perforce the fact that all his principal English counsellors were
reinsuring themselves against a break-up of his government
or his death on the battlefield. He continued to employ
all these men in great offices of State and confidence about
his person. He calculated with shrewd wisdom that, though
they might turn against him as they had turned against James,
yet they would not compromise the two main issues which
had made them all his reluctant bedfellows; and he saw
almost insuperable difficulties in their being able to dissociate
the cause of James from the causes of Popery and France.
He did not, therefore, unduly trouble himself when
Godolphin told him of the presents and tokens of affection
which he was sending to Mar}' of Modena. He listened coolly
when his Ministers described to him questions put to them
by Jacobite agents and the answers they had given. It is a
well-known practice of counter-espionage to give not only
false or stale information to an enemy agent, but within
certain limits true information to gain his confidence, with
the intent thereafter to mislead the more. Many of the spying
go-betweens of war or politics, then as now, imparted secrets,
besides searching for them. William knew, or at least
suspected, that Shrewsbury was in touch with Saint-Germains
through his notorious mother; yet, as we shall see,
again and again he implored Shrewsbury to take or retain
the highest offices. He knewT that Russell had made his
peace with James; yet he kept him in command of the fleet,
and was to find his confidence vindicated at the battle of Cape
La Hogue. He knew that Marlborough preserved the family
contacts with his nephew the Duke of Berwick, and that
his wife corresponded with her sister, the Duchess of Tyrcon-
nel. He probably knew that Marlborough had obtained his
pardon from James by persuading the Princess Anne to send
a dutiful message to her father. None the less he thought that
the magnet of the Protestant cause and resistance to France
would hold these men and others in the essentials to their
duty, and that in the end it would be James, and not himself,
ZB                                                                        385